










14

COMMUNITY ACTION 
Ongoing community service projects include 
activities such as collecting food for soup 
kitchens, raising money for children with 
AIDS, supplying victims of domestic violence 
with cell phones, participating in “Toys for 
Tots” at Christmas, and preparing luncheons 
for senior citizens. 

PEER TUTORING
The Center School logo symbolizes our 
philosophy of extending a helping hand and 
the mutual benefi t of giving and receiving. 
This spirit is refl ected in the Peer Tutoring 
Program which provides an opportunity for 
students to work one-to one with their peers. 
A student may provide academic as well as 
social support in a classroom setting. Students 
are paired based on strengths and weaknesses 
as well as complementary personalities. The 
tutoring experience enriches both students.

TALENT SHOWCASE
A variety show, art displays, choral perfor-
mances at school & nursing homes, publication 
and reading of students’ poetry at an annual 
“Coff ee House,” and a desk-top publishing 
business are examples of events that showcase 
students’ talent. 

MIDDLE SCHOOL CLUBS  
Middle School students may choose a club 
activity as a behavior reward. Choices vary 
according to interests and may include: Com-
puters, Cooking, Yugioh, Babysitting Training, 
Knock Hockey, Football, Reading and Chess.

SPORTS
Cooperation, good sportsmanship, working 
toward a common goal, building self-esteem, 
and leadership are some of the benefi ts of 
being a team member. Middle School students 
participate in intramural team sports. The 
High School competes against other private 
schools in basketball and softball.

Enrichment

(Peer Tutoring
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Beginning with a “Family Picnic Night” 
and a “Halloween Craft Day” in October, 
the year starts off  with great results! 
In December, many students and their 
families come together for “Roller Skating 
Night” at the Woodbridge Community Center. 
In January, a movie afternoon is held for 
all elementary and middle school students. 
Another huge success is the “Infl atables 
Night,” held for all 8th-12th grade students. 
Students enjoy boxing and jousting with 
their friends and teachers!

February is highlighted by “Family Pasta 
& Bingo Night,” where families come 
together to enjoy homemade Italian food 
and win prizes!

The involvement and excitement from 
students, their families, and staff  is 
nothing short of astounding! The Activities 
Committee enjoys planning these events 
and looks forward to coming up with more 
in the future.

Center School 
Student & Family Activities

We work very hard to create fun-fi lled social events for students, 
their families, and staff .

QuiCk faCTS

• School type: Private, non-profi t day school for classifi ed students founded in 1971

• Accreditation: New Jersey Department of Education

• Divisions: Elementary School, Middle School, High School

• Student Population: 150

• Length of School Year: 10 months

• Student/Staff  ratio: 2:1

• Number of Districts served:
 Total: 150   
 Yearly: 50-60

    
theCenter School(  
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GOALS:	
■  ��Promote constructive coping strategies, personal  

responsibility, and independent performance.

■  ��Bolster educational, social, and emotional growth.

■  �Modify negative, nonproductive and/or	destructive  
behavior patterns.

■  ��Use behavior rewards that incorporate	educational  
components addressed in Core Curriculum Content 
Standards in Social Studies, Science, Visual and  
Performing Arts, Language Arts, Health and Physical 
Education, and Consumer, Family, and Life Skills.

Standard disciplinary measures alone (detention,  
suspension, time-out, loss of privileges) have proven 
to be much less effective than a system that also  
rewards good behavior. Interacting appropriately in 
the classroom as well as unstructured social situa-
tions (lunchroom, bus, hallway, social gathering, etc.) 
is essential for students to return successfully to  
local districts. 

Behavior is also addressed in a weekly social skills 
lesson in the elementary and middle school curriculum. 
Students of all ages participate in a weekly group  
counseling session.	

Improved executive functioning is the ultimate goal  
of the behavior program, allowing students to self-
monitor and perform without the need for tangible  
external controls. Students returning to less restric-
tive district programs and becoming productive  
members of society are the objectives.

Positive Behavior  
Intervention & Reinforcement

Center School utilizes a comprehensive behavior intervention and  
reinforcement program that was specifically designed to meet the  
needs of its population.

FEATURES:			    
■  ��Used effectively for more than 

twenty-five years.		      

■  �Developed in conjunction with  
specialists from Rutgers  
University.

■  �Token economy model with  
multiple levels and steps.	

■  �Continuous feedback each class	
period.			       

■  �Visual displays reinforce  
advancement	

■  ��Use of positive rewards, e.g., 
trips, school store items,  
social activities, clubs &  
special privileges.	

■  �Consistent positive reinforcement 
provided in supportive, supervised 
situations.				  
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Schools and Programs attended by Center School Alumni/ae

New Jersey

			 
Colleges & Universities		
Drew University		
Fairleigh Dickinson University 
Kean University	

Programs			          
Monmouth University College  
	 of Business
Montclair State University
County Vocational School
Ramapo College
Cittone Institute
Rider University        
University
Rowan University       
Gibbs School
Rutgers University       
Technical Institute
Richard Stockton State College  
School of Nursing
Thomas Edison State College  
Vocational School
County Police Academy

Community Colleges
Brookdale
Mercer
Middlesex
Raritan Valley
Union

Technical 
Berkeley 
Camden 
DeVry 
Katherine 
Lincoln 
Muhlenberg 
Somerset County
Somerset

Out of State

California 
Redlands University	
	
Connecticut
University of Hartford   

Delaware
University of Delaware     

Florida                    
Embry-Riddle Aeronautical  
	 University       
Lynn University            

Georgia
University of Georgia   
        
Illinois
Illinois State University      
       
Iowa 
Central College                     

Massachusetts 
Boston University                      
Curry College                 
Eastern Nazarene University        
Newbury College  
            
Michigan
University of Michigan 
       
New York                  
Culinary Institute of America          
Marist College               
New York University & SUNY       
Pace University
Vassar College 

Ohio
Antioch College
Oberlin College
                     
Pennsylvania
Carnegie Mellon University
Lehigh University
Muhlenberg College
Pennsylvania College of Technology 
Pennsylvania State University
St. Joseph’s University

Rhode Island
Roger Williams University

Tennessee 
University of Tennessee

Vermont
Landmark College
Vermont Technical College

Virginia
Commonwealth University

West Virginia
University of West Virginia

Online colleges
Penn Foster College
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